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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This application has been reviewed. Original claims 1-20 are pending. The 
rejections are as stated below. 



Information Disclosure Statement 



2. The information disclosure statement filed March 28, 2001 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1.98(a)(1), which requires the following: (1) a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications listed in a section separately from 
citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the list; (4) a 
column that provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the 
examiner's initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information 
disclosure statement. The information disclosure statement has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 

3. The information disclosure statement filed March 28, 2001 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it 
is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most 
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knowledgeable about the content of the information, of each patent listed that is not in 
the English language. It has been placed in the application file, but the information 
referred to therein has not been considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 16, 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. In particular, the specification does not mention 
designating portions of a balance, or predetermined balances which must be used by a 
preselected date. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 5, 8-11, 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Risafi et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,473,500. 

Claims 1, 5, 8-11, 15, Risafi discloses a system and method for using a prepaid 
card, a communications network and database for issuing, accounting, activation of 
cards, and for checking the balance, and for replenishing value on the card (column 4 
lines 21-27). (figures 6a and 8b), maintaining a record of card balance (column 4 line 
27), purchasing said cards at a retail establishment (column 4 lines 17-18), the cards 
having a card number and a PIN number, and containing an electronic swipe for 
conducting various card functions (fig 3b - item 320). 

Claim 5, Risafi teaches that the value of the cards can be replenished at any 
appropriate terminal connected to the processing center, such as any point-of-sale 
terminal (column 4 lines 40-41 and column 7 lines 4-7). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

10. Claims 2, 6, 7, 13, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Risafi as applied to claims 1 and 10 above, and further in view of Hogan, U.S. Patent 
No. 5,704,046. 

Risafi teaches the card being used in transactions involving different countries, 
but does not teach the card system maintaining balances in multiple currencies. 

Hogan discloses a system and method for conducting cashless transactions, 
allowing purchasing of goods using value stored on a card, communicable by a 
magnetic strip on said card, and in order to allow worldwide utilization, said card 
containing balances for different foreign currencies, keeping separate balances of each 
(column 12 lines 21-27). Therefore, it would be obvious to one of normal skill in the art 
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at the time of the Applicant's invention to modify the features of the account and 
transaction databases of Risafi to accommodate maintaining separate balances for 
different currencies, so that the card may be used worldwide, as taught by Risafi. 

Claims 2 and 13, the recitation that an element is "capable of performing a 
function is not a positive limitation, but only requires the ability to so perform. The 
invention disclosed in Risafi is capable of maintaining balances in multiple currencies, 
and is therefore rejected as described above. 

11. Claims 3, 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Risafi 
as applied to claim 1 and 10 above, and further in view of DiMaria et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,523,741. 

Risafi fails to teach a minor rating built into the password or the serial number of 
each card, preventing the sale and purchase of age-sensitive products. 

DiMaria discloses an apparatus for controlling the sale of age-controlled 
merchandise, in which a card with a magnetic stripe is used in the purchase of goods or 
services, the magnetic strip being swiped and containing information on the bearer's 
identification including age, and the disclosed apparatus determines whether the bearer 
can purchase age-controlled merchandise or gain access to age controlled services 
(column 4 lines 19-27). DiMaria teaches that legal liability is a major concern of 
merchants of age controlled products or services, and that it is desirable to be able to 
immediately verify that the merchant followed reasonable precautions in dispensing an 
age controlled product or service (column 2 line 53 - column 3 line 6). Therefore it 
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would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant's 
invention to modify the teachings of Risafi to include the age verification feature taught 
by DiMaria. 

12. Claims 4, 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Risafi 
as applied to claim 1 and 10 above, and further in view of Herbert, U.S. Patent No. 
5,180,192. 

Risafi fails to teach having the name and address of the issuer or owner affixed 
on the card so that the card may be mailed to the owner if the card is lost or misplaced. 

Herbert discloses a method by which lost items are mailed back to their owners, 
the item having the address of a central registry fixed upon it, including instructions to 
drop the item in any mailbox, in the event it is found. The system allows the item to be 
returned to its owner via mail. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
include the method or returning lost items disclosed in Herbert in the cash card system 
of Risafi because security is a very desirable feature in the credit card field. Making the 
cash card easily returnable to the owner in the event it is lost makes the system more 
secure and more convenient for the owner. 

13. Claims 16, 17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Risafi 
as applied to claim 10 above, and further in view of Walker et al. U.S. Patent No. 
6,227,972. 
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Risafi fails to teach designating a portion of the balance or each card to expire on 
a preselected date. 

Walker discloses a prepaid slot machine card, which can be preloaded with a 
balance and used to spend the balance on slot machine plays at a casino. Walker 
teaches credits on the card having predefined expiration amounts, which expire at a 
predefined time, and if not used, are removed from the balance of the card. Walker 
teaches this feature entices the cardholder to use the balance in a timelier manner. 
Therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time or the 
Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Risafi to include predetermined 
balances being used by predetermined dates in order to increase the use of the card by 
the owner. 

14. Claims 18-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Risafi 
as applied to claim 1 and 10 above, and further in view of Halpern, U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. 2002/0019807. 

Risafi fails to teach using multiple passwords for purchases and balance 
transfers. 

Halpern discloses an electronic value storage device that can be loaded with a 
balance and used to make purchases on goods and services. Halpern teaches different 
PIN numbers may be provided for different functions of the device (paragraph 136), 
different functions of the device including purchasing, transferring funds, and updating 
owner information, and teaches that such a practice would still further increase the 
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overall security for the account holders. Therefore it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant's invention to modify the cash card 
system of Risafi to include multiple passwords for multiple functions for the purpose of 
increased security. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dan Kesack whose telephone number is 571-272-5882. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 571-272-6747. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




HANI M. KAZIMI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



